April 15, 2011

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2012

SPEECH OF

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 14, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 34) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2012 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2013 through 2021, with Mr. Terry in the
chair.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
strong opposition to the Republican budget

lan.

P The federal budget should reflect the prior-
ities and values of our nation, but the Repub-
lican plan instead looks out for the likes of big
corporations who would get enormous tax
breaks. What's more, the Republicans are
asking America’s seniors to pay for it. In fact,
the Republican budget would end Medicare as
we know it. And it would devastate Medicaid.
Moreover, the Republican budget hurts our
economy and in particular investments in inno-
vation.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican budget pro-
posal will severely unravel our nation’s gains
in the clean energy economy. At the same
time, it proposes significant tax subsidies for
Big Oil. There is something not right with that
picture. In fact, | believe the Republican budg-
et is severely short-sighted. It offers our com-
petitors, China and Germany, a free-pass to
dominate an ever-growing clean energy manu-
facturing economy and job creation.

The Sacramento area has over 220 clean
energy companies, and | can tell you that
many of those small business CEOs are seek-
ing continued investment and support from
this Congress.

Mr. Chair, we should be promoting policies
like the Make It in America agenda to boost
America’s manufacturing industry and make
products here this country. In order for Amer-
ica to remain competitive, innovative, and a
global leader, we must make responsible
choices.

Unfortunately, the Ryan budget does not. |
urge my colleagues to vote against this mis-
guided Republican budget plan.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, |
missed rollcall vote No. 270 for H. Con. Res.
35. If | were here, | would have voted “yea.”

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
SUPERFUND REINVESTMENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, |
am pleased to introduce the “Superfund Rein-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

vestment Act” along with my colleagues Rep.
FRANK PALLONE and TIMOTHY BISHOP. This
legislation will provide resources to commu-
nities across the country to clean up haz-
ardous waste sites and at the same time will
save taxpayers more than $20 billion over 10
years.

The Superfund program was enacted in
1980 to provide money to clean up toxic waste
sites where the responsible party was out of
business or could not be identified. Before
they expired in 1995, the money for Superfund
cleanup came from taxes on the polluters
themselves. However, Congress has never re-
authorized the tax, making the burden of fund-
ing cleanups of toxic waste sites fall on the
shoulders of taxpaying Americans. It is time to
make public health, not protection for pol-
luters, a priority.

This legislation will simply reinstate the
Superfund taxes to their previous levels. This
includes excise taxes of 9.7 cents per barrel
on crude oil or refined oil products, excise
taxes of $0.22 to $4.87 per ton on certain
chemicals, and a corporate income tax of 0.12
percent on the amount of a corporation’s
modified alternative minimum taxable income
that exceeds $2 million. The President's FY
2012 budget, which calls for reauthorization of
these taxes, estimates that these fees would
raise about $2 billion per year and $20.8 bil-
lion over 10 years.

Superfund sites are some of the most con-
taminated in the nation. 70 million Ameri-
cans—including 10 million children, live within
four miles of a Superfund site. They are ex-
posed to toxic waste such as arsenic, ben-
zene, PCBs, mercury and a range of solvents,
leading to health problems such as infertility,
low birth weight, birth defects, leukemia and
respiratory difficulties. Communities home to
these sites can face restrictions on water use
and recreational activities as well as economic
losses as property values decline due to con-
taminated land.

My community of Portland, Oregon, has
been struggling to clean up one of the nation’s
most complex Superfund sites, the Portland
Harbor site on the Willamette River. | hope
that this bill to reinvest in the Superfund pro-
gram will provide additional resources to the
Environmental Protection Agency to keep the
cleanup on track.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2012

SPEECH OF

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 34) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2012 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2013 through 2021:

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, | rise in strong op-
position to H. Con. Res. 34, the FY 2012
Budget Resolution. Instead of having the
wealthiest pay their fair share, this budget just
helps the “haves” at the expense of everyone
else.

E761

The Republican majority has brought this bill
to the floor for a vote today, claiming that this
budget will resolve our fiscal crisis and lead
our country back on the “path to prosperity.”
Sadly, this path to prosperity only applies to
those who already have a lot and don’t need
more. Millionaires and billionaires will like the
tax breaks that they’ll get from this budget.
The wealthiest Americans will get the Bush tax
cuts permanently extended to the tune of $1
trillion. Big Oil companies will get tens of bil-
lions of dollars in subsidies. Special interests
that send jobs overseas will also like this
budget’s tax giveaways.

What should scare us most about this
FY2012 budget is that it pays for all of these
tax breaks—over $4 trillion in tax cuts—on the
backs of working and middle-class people. It
asks those who are struggling the most to
sacrifice even more.

The recession has increased the child pov-
erty rate in Hawaii to its highest level in years.
This reverse Robin Hood budget would dras-
tically cut food programs for poor children,
Head Start, and child care for working fami-
lies. Today, my staff and | are fasting in soli-
darity with the 50 million people in America
who don’t know where their next meal is com-
ing from. HungerFast.org is coordinating this
effort with over 30,000 people, including Mem-
bers of Congress, Ambassador Tony Hall,
faith leaders, MoveOn and SEIU members,
Moby, and others.

H. Con. Res. 34 ends Medicare as we know
it. All of you under the age of 55 will not be
able to enroll in the original Medicare program.
In Hawaii, the under-55 population is slightly
less than a million. When you are age 67—
yes, that’s right, Republicans are raising the
Medicare enrollment age by two more years—
you will receive a voucher that you will use to
buy insurance from a private company. We
don’t know what the amount of the voucher
will be or whether it will keep up with the rising
costs of health care. This scheme privatizes
Medicare.

You’re 67 years old. Is trying to buy health
insurance with your voucher what you want to
be doing? Every year? And who knows if the
doctor you like is even going to participate in
your private insurance plan. One thing is for
certain—privatizing Medicare will mean more
business for the insurance companies.

The Republican plan doesn’t take on the 48
million Americans already on Medicare or
those that will enter the program in 10 years
because the Republicans know that this
voucher plan would make these seniors mad
as hell. Many of you have parents on Medi-
care. My mom is on Medicare. Without Medi-
care, we would be worried sick about how our
parents will pay for health care.

Before Medicare became law in 1965, half
of all seniors had no health insurance. The
Republican budget is not only out of step with
the priorities of the nation, but it is also a step
backwards when it comes to health care for
those who need it the most.

This budget also takes away important
health care reform benefits for seniors who
are already on Medicare. It repeals the grad-
ual elimination of the Medicare “donut hole” in
prescription drug coverage. It also repeals free
access to key preventive services and annual
checkups. Over 48 million seniors with Medi-
care, including 208,500 in Hawaii, would have
to pay more if they want to stay healthy by
getting regular check-ups.
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